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Causes of the Texas revolution
Introduction
The Texas revolution took place from 1835 to 1836. The revolution was a rebellion of colonists from the USA and Mexicans resisting the centralist government of Mexico. The revolution was preceded by a decade of political differences between Mexican government and the surging American settlers in Texas. After President Santa Anna dissolved the Mexican constitution, Texas, a territory of Mexico, declared its independence from Mexico (Barker, 1965).  Texas was not a territory of the US, as we know it today. Texas was an independent country from 1836-1846 before joining the USA. It is the Texas Revolution events that led Texas to become an American state as we know it today. This paper explores the causes of this revolution that resulted in Texas's independence from Mexico and the founding of the Republic of Texas.
Causes of the Texas revolution
Many factors led to the eruption of the Texas Revolution. The causes revolve around the differences between Mexicans and the US colonists. 
Governmental changes
This was the immediate cause of the Texas Revolution. Many Texans refused to accept the governmental changes mandated by the Seven Laws (Siete Leyes). Siete Leyes gave more power to the Mexican national government and its leader Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna (Barker, 1965). Many Texans were against this government structure that strengthened the national government. The Texans wanted the power to be vested in the local and state governments, which they felt was closer and representative of the people.
On the other hand, Centralists wanted the power to be retained by the national government of Mexico. This led to vicious fights between these two groups until 1835. The centralist led by Santa Anna won in October 1835, and Siete Leyes was enacted. The Seven Laws abolished the federalist constitution, did away with all state legislatures, and replaced states with departments headed up by governors.  Siete Leyes angered many Texans, and they embarked on a mission to restore the 1824 constitution, a mission that would turn out to be a battle for independence and the root cause of the Texas Revolution (Barker, 1965).  
Racism
Racism was another cause of the Texas Revolution. Mexican citizens and the Anglo settlers felt racially superior to each other. Racial prejudice created animosity between the two sides, with Mexicans using the term "gringo" towards the Texans. It is, however, important to note that racism cannot be overlooked as the single cause of the Texas Revolution; rather, it was only one of many causes. When there is ethnic tension between two sides, war is likely to occur.
Cultural differences
Cultural differences in the Anglo-Mexican relationship was a significant contributor to the Texas Revolution. The Republic of Mexico wanted the Anglos to adopt their culture, which, as expected, the Anglos resisted. According to Smith (1919), the Anglos had agreed to learn the use of Spanish but later groused its usage after they had settled in. Shortly, they started to push for English to be made the official language instead of Spanish. Religious differences also played a significant role in bringing cultural differences. Most Anglos migrated from the Deep South, where they were affiliated to the Baptists or Methodists (Barker, 1965).
On the other hand, Roman Catholics were the recognized religion in the Republic of Mexico. The religious relationship between the two groups was, therefore, strained. Many Anglos continued to practice their Protestant faiths even after settling in Texas. Another difference arose from the judicial systems. Mexicans operated the Napoleonic Code of ethics, while the Anglos operated under the English common law (Brack, 1968). The latter presumed an individual innocent until proven guilty while the former presumed an individual guilty until proven innocent. These differences strained the relationship between the two groups. Again, the military in Mexican Texas was used to enforce the collection of taxes and tithes, which did not auger well with the Anglos from the United States. The differences, therefore, culminated in the Texas Revolution (Barker, 1965).   
Slavery
When the Anglos first settled in Mexico, they were allowed to bring their slaves from the South. The Anglos heavily depended on slaves to help them in their activities. With time, Mexico started to limit slavery and wanted to abolish slavery in Texas. This dealt the Anglos a big blow as the Mexicans threatened to end slavery (Lack, 1985). Two decades later, Texans would stage a secession movement from the United States and wage a civil war called the Texas Revolution.  
The main factor responsible for the outbreak of the Texas Revolution was governmental changes that strengthened the Mexican government and gave more power to its leader-Santa Anna. When Siete Leyes was enacted in 1835, the revolution started. The Texans wanted the 1824 constitution restored. Thus, the governmental changes that strengthened the Mexican government can be termed the immediate cause of the Texas Revolution.

Conclusion
In summary, although many factors led to the outbreak of the Texas Revolution, government changes that gave the Mexican government a lot of power are the immediate cause of the revolution. Many Texans refused to accept the governmental changes mandated by “Siete Leyes.” (Seven Laws), which prompted them to stage a revolution. Other factors that can be attributed to the revolution include slavery, cultural differences, and racism.  
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